NOTES                                                  249
who deliberately introduced so dangerous a poison into the veins1 of their
motherland.
The writer of the notice has overargued the Government case
and thus overreached himself. The notice has merely resulted in
stiffening the backs of the people. In the first place, civil dis-
obedience is not and cannot be instilled into the minds of the
criminally inclined people. The educated class, the women, and
students are hardly criminally inclined. And even the peasantry
cannot be classed among "the .criminally inclined". If the people
had not learnt to be peaceful, they would not have stood the
assaults and insults that Dr. Gokul Chand,Narang and his fellow-
commissioners have so graphically described in their able and closely
reasoned report on the allegations of assaults2 committed by the
police on the 13th day of December 1921 in Lahore. Secondly, the
civil disobedience is not aimed at all Government, present or future.
It is aimed only at the present Government which has criminally
defied the will of a whole people. Thirdly, why is it mischievous
or poisonous to tell people not to obey a Government which has
systematically emasculated the people? Are the people to continue
to be party to humiliations imposed upon them by an iiresponsi-
ble bureaucracy?
But let us look at Dr. Gokul Ghand Narang's report. La my
opinion, it provides abundant justification for disciplined civil
disobedience, if the people are to live as free men. The Committee
has found that:
1.    The volunteers were carrying on peaceful work.
2.    The police "with long brass bound lathis" suddenly came
down upon the volunteers and the public and belaboured them
without warning.
3.    The volunteers on refusing to disperse in spite of injuries
received by them were arrested, discharged and rearrested and
after a few hours'  detention about one o'clock at night were
deliberately set down at separate places far away from, their homes.
4.    The volunteers were filthily abused  by  the  custodians.
How are the people to deal with such legalized criminality?
Are they meekly to submit to it or are they as self-respecting
men to disregard authority by disobeying orders? If the things
Dr. Gokul Ghand Narang has described happen in a city like
Lahore, what must be the plight of poor villagers? If the newspaper
reading public were not utterly ignorant of the village life and in-
1 The source has "views."
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